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TILAK CHANDLO & KANTHI

by : Satish Patel (Malataj), Somerset, New Jersey (U.S.A.)

"My disciples who are twice born and have been initiated by one of the Acharyas
shall wear a KANTHI(double strand rosary of Tulsi beads) around their neck.
They shall also put on a TILAK CHANDLO on their forehead, chest and both
arms."

In this shlok, Lord Shree Swaminaryan tells his devotees to first become
initiated into the Swaminarayan Sampraday by obtaining the Guru Mantra. After
being initiated you are religiously bound to wear the Kanthi around your neck.
You should always wear the kanthi. Those who do not wear the kanthi have to
suffer in the fire of hell as the kanthi has the power to purify any impure food that
1s accidentally consumed. For those who do not wear the kanthi, their food is like
meat and the water they drink is like liquor. The kanthi should be offered to Lord
Shree Swaminarayan and if possible be blessed by Acharya Mahara;.
The kanthi symbolizes the bond between Lord Shree Krishna and
Radhikaji. The kanthi has two rows of Tulsi beads in order to
represent this close relationship. The physical presence of the
kanthi makes a devotee aware of his/her bond with Lord Shree
Swaminarayan and a constant reminder for following the
Lord's instructions. The Kanthi must reach down to your

heart so that it can reach the soul where Lord Shree
_Swaminarayan resides. It also attracts Lord Shree
Swaminarayan to live within us and therefore wearing the
kanthi pleases him. Those devotees who put on a kanthi
- which has not been given by the Acharyas are not called true
devotees and the kanthi they put on will be of no use. A person
who does pooja or goes to the mandir(temple) without wearing a
kanthi gains nothing. Those who wear the kanthi while doing
bhakti are the ones who receive great rewards.

The man devotees are also instructed to do TILAK CHANDLO on their
forehead. The tilak chandlo should be done with gopichandan or sandle paste and
Jkumkum. The tilak chandlo needs to be done on the forehead, chest, and
both upper arms. This is to call the strengths of Lord Shree
+Swaminarayan with in us. Those who do this reap rewards in their
afterlife. Those who do not do the tilak chandlo are not successful
in their tasks because the strengths of Lord Shree Swaminarayan
-is not in their body. The female devotees only have to do
. kumkum chandlo on their forehead. Females who are widows
donothave to putachandlo atall.

All devotees of Lord Shree Swaminarayan who wear a

~ kanthi and do a tilak chandlo have nothing to fear as even

Yamdoots are instructed not to touch anybody who bears these
marks.

JAISHREE SWAMINARAYAN
(SHIKSHAPATRI SHLOK 41)
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